CHAPTER V
TRADERS AND CRAFTSMEN

IT is perhaps our chief task, when explaining the structure of
Athenian social life, to discover the occupations followed by
those members of the population who were not peasants They
were the majority, though perhaps not of the citizens, certainly
of the townsfolk who were the most influential section of the
people. The sources, especially of the fourth century, make it
clear that they were engaged m trade, or in some form of
industry or manufacture. It is of great importance for
our purposes to discover the meaning, in fifth-century Athens,
of those two terms, traders and craftsmen, and to understand
the social position of the two classes.

i

Modern research on Attic trade has rightly taken as its
starting-point the Greek words for the 'merchant' The chief
words which occur are kapelcs^ retailer, emporos^ trader, and
naukleroSj shipowner.1 But in dealing with these expressions,
nearly all scholars assume too readily the accuracy of inter-
pretation of the many different words, given by philosophers like
Aristotle, or even by late scholia and lexica.2 It has therefore
been justly emphasized that wide divergences can be found,
even in the same author, in the use of the terms mentioned
above, as indicating various kinds of trade.3 The whole ques-
tion is well worth consideration, and we can find in comedy
confirmation that kapelos and emporos at least were two
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